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StreetSpace Botanic
Everyday streets are at the core of urban life, they 
sustain a complex mix of activities, different types of 
people and histories of generations that lived in them. 
These streets are often taken for granted as essential 
public spaces. They are made by the buildings that 
flank them and the people that live in them. This is 
StreetSpace’s fifth year working as a collaborative 
yearlong live project. MArch students worked on the 
area of Botanic in Belfast focusing on housing and 
mobility. They investigated its streets and people, 
and dealt with the problems and potentials of 
vacancy, dereliction and density, especially focusing 
on future housing and mixed-use potential of the 
neighbourhood. The students spent a significant 
amount of time investigating Botanic area and the 
community that lives in it, to be able to formulate 
informed and professional proposals for programs 
and good quality buildings in the area. Collaboration 
with Forward South Partnership and neighbourhood 
groups was essential to be able to work with resident 
groups across Donegall Pass and Holyland. The 
ongoing funding by Public Engagement at Queen’s 
and Department for Communities enables all this work 
to be shared through workshops and publications. We 
would like to thank all those involved in this process.
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4 ‘Any existing, functioning urban area has 
structure and identity, even if only in weak 
measure... A frequent problem is the sensitive 
reshaping of an already existing environment: 
discovering and preserving its strong images, 
solving its perceptual difficulties, and,
above all, drawing out the structure and 
identity latent in the confusion.’

Kevin Lynch,  1960



5Introduction

StreetSpace studio is now in its fifth year, working as a collaborative 
yearlong live project. MArch students worked on the area of Botanic in 
Belfast focusing on housing and mobility. They investigated its streets and 
people, and dealt with the problems and potentials of vacancy, dereliction 
and density, especially focusing on future housing and mixed-use 
potential of the neighbourhood. 

This year’s chapter builds up on work done since 2020 in the Open 
Botanic and Open Shaftesbury Projects. Open Botanic was focused on 
understanding the complexity of movement on Botanic Avenue and 
perceptions of the public about the street, concluding with a proposal 
to pedestrianise the avenue. Open Shaftesbury built up on this work to 
engage more closely with the communities surrounding the area leading 
to a community festival held on Botanic Avenue on November 20th. The 
data collected in those projects led to engage further with members of 
the community to provide a plan for potential housing and mixed use to 
improve the area. We collaborated with the Department for Communities, 
Belfast City Council and Forward South Partnership in association 
with Donegall Pass and Holylands community groups, to highlight the 
priorities for this area and deal with real possibilities of regeneration and 
transformation while respecting the existing social and physical fabric 
of the streets studied. This studio also builds up on years of StreetSpace 
research projects: Gentle Densities and Build Back Better Mapping 
Exercise. The Gentle Densities Project (for DfC Housing Division) 
investigated medium density, mixed use and public participation as 
vehicles to deliver appropriate housing in Belfast; and the Build Back 
Better Mapping Project (for Participation and the Practice of Rights and 
Oak Foundation) identifies public land for social housing for vulnerable 
communities.

The students in this studio spent a significant amount of time 
investigating Botanic area and the community that lives in it, to be able 
to formulate informed and professional proposals for programs and 
good quality buildings in the area. In this studio, students experienced 
becoming an architect in the complex reality of everyday life and the 
role they can have as designers in driving and delivering good quality, 
inclusive, mixed use housing and adequate mobility to communities that 
sorely need it.

Agustina Martire
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13Botanic, Holyland and Donegall Pass Area 

The site in question located in south Belfast can be divided into 
the Botanic / Holyland area and Donegall Pass separated by the 
trainline which cuts through the area. 

Botanic is a predominantly student focused area with over 50% 
of the housing within the area being HMO accommodation 
which has caused issues with the local permanent residents. 

The Donegall Pass area is contentious due to high levels 
of deprivation reflected in health, mental and educational 
attainment. Due to redevelopments within the area in the 
late 70’s which resulted in a Cul-de-Sac formation of housing 
fractured the fabric of the area and disconnected Donegall Pass 
significantly. This was in large part a result of the Troubles as 
local decision making was removed from council. 

The aim was to demagnetise the city and the redevelopment of 
the housing which resulted in a decrease from 1500 to 600 houses 
with most of the people in the area being moved to nearby 
satellite towns. A problem which has been highlighted is how 
car dominated Botanic and Donegall Pass have become with 
Shaftsbury Square and Botanic Avenue being the key concerns.

‘The facade separates two conditions: the outside and the inside, 
the public and the private. It is a very sensitive element: a 
functional skin, the representational element, and a boundary, 
protecting the inner and negotiating with the outer world.’

Birgit Jürgenhake
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Demographics of the Area
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Present Ground Floor Use Map
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Past Ground Floor Use Map (1963)
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22 ‘The more successfully a city mingles everyday 
diversity of uses and users in its everyday 
streets, the more successfully, casually (and 
economically) its people thereby enliven and 
support well-located parks that can thus give 
back grace and delight to their neighbourhoods 
instead of vacuity.’

Jane Jacobs, 1961



23The Evolution of the Area over time

The Botanic and Donegall Pass area have experienced a lot of 
change over the past 60 years. There has been a significant decrease 
in housing levels following the demolition and redevelopment of 
Donegall Pass. The rearrangement of terrace housing to a cul-de-
sac layout create a defensive style of architecture commonly found 
in areas also redesigned during this time such as the Markets 
community, located nearby. A major issue present in the area is 
a lack of housing, this is in part due to land banking and a poor 
allocation of land zoning. To the north of Donegall Pass are a high 
volume of brownfield sites, ground surface car parks and several 
vacant buildings. 

There has been an expansion of Queen’s University Belfast in the 
Botanic and Holylands area as they continue to accumulate more 
properties. As the University has grown, the surrounding area has 
evolved over time to facilitate more hospitality and retail units seen 
in previous years. 
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Past Ground Floor Use Map (1963)



26 ‘The High Street is about more than merely 
shopping: it is a community space where we 
routinely go to meet friends, have a drink, post 
our letters, have our haircut, visit a library, 
collect our prescriptions, perhaps take in a 
movie or some theatre; space in which to stroll, 
saunter or just hang out.’

Phil Hubbard, 2017



27The Evolution the High Street

The impact of the change in the Donegall Pass and Botanic area 
has resulted in a significant shift in the urban fabric from a much 
larger amount of housing in both cases to a shift towards hospitality 
and industry. This has a had a significant impact on the feeling of 
community within the area especially as the shift in industry is not 
indicative of the needs of people in the area with several participants 
in our ethnography studies noting the loss of the post office and 
local butcher as major losses. 

Along Botanic Avenue there has been a significant reduction of 
housing along the high street. There is also a reduction of office 
space as working patterns have changed. These spaces have been 
demolished or redeveloped into car parks, retail units or hospitality 
premises as the population has shifted from permanent residents to 
a more transient student population.

Along Donegall Pass similar themes are present. Housing and 
services have been reduced in favour of more hospitality and office 
spaces. A large car park occupies a portion of the street and there is 
also an increase in vacant buildings along Donegall Pass. 
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Number of HMO’s in the Areas Surrounding Queen’s 
University Belfast

Sandy Row and the Village . . 26 HMOs

Donegall Pass . . .  1 HMO

Botanic and the Holyland  . . 1053 HMOs

Malone Road . . . 338 HMOs

Lisburn Road . . . 544 HMOs

Stranmillis . . . 448 HMOs
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29HMOs in Belfast 

Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMOs) can be defined as a building 
or part of a building that is ‘occupied by three or more persons as 
their only or main residence from more than 2 households’ (BCC). 

Prior to 2019 there was little regulation within the system until the 
Houses in Multiple Occupation Act (Northern Ireland) 2016 came 
into effect, which makes it a statutory requirement for all HMOs in 
Northern Ireland to be licensed. 

This is one of the provisions implemented by council to control the 
level of HMOs in residential areas of Belfast. According to legislation 
only 30% of the total housing in a policy area can be licensed as a 
HMO. In areas such as the Holylands that number is closer to 45% 
of the total housing with some streets being 86% HMOs. 

While conducting research in the Holyland area, one of the main 
complaints from residents was the general lack of maintenance of 
HMOs negatively impacting the area’s aesthetic as well as a distrust 
of landlords following years of poor relations; the majority of HMOs 
in the Holylands are held by a few individuals. 

Factors such as the lack of private/public student housing are party 
responsible for the rise of HMOs in the areas around QUB and 
hopefully the development of new student accommodation in the 
city centre and northern Belfast will help to ease this problem in the 
future. 
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Housing HMOs
(House in Multiple Occupation)

(PBSA) Purpose Built Student 
Accomodation

Botanic Studios (Private - 156 rooms)

Asher House (Private - 253 rooms)

Mount Charles (QUB - 157 rooms)

% of HMOs in the Holyland Area

Agincourt Avenue   58%
Agincourt Street  61%
Botanic Court   20%
Cadogan Street  69%
Cairo Street   54%
Carmel Street   73%
College Green  33%
College Park Avenue  45%
Collingwood Avenue  85%
Curzon Street   59%
Damascus Street  65%
Dudley Street   86%
Fitzroy Avenue  34%
Fitzwillian Square  24%
Harrow Street  67%
Jerusalem Street  63%
Magdala Street  39%
Palestine Street  73%
Penrose Street   59%
Rugby Avenue  60%
Rugby Court   5%
Rugby Parade  14%
Rugby Road   16%
Sandhurst Road  50%
Southview Street  22%
The Cloisters   3%
University Avenue   43%
University Street  18%
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The Historic Change of the Area (1963 - 2022)
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The Historic Change of  Housing and Green Space the Area (1800 - 2022)

2022 Housing 1800 Housing

2022 Green Space 1800 Green Space



36 ‘Healthy urban planning involves planning 
practices that promote health and wellbeing 
and has much in common with the principles of 
sustainable development. It means focusing on 
humans and how they use their environments 
in planning rather than simply concentrating 
on buildings and economics.’

Barton, H. & Tsourou, C, 2000
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The River Lagan at Stranmillis : 1834

Prospect of Belfast from Old Park Hill : 1855

Paintings by Hugh Fraser
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The Historic Change of Housing in the Area (1963 - 2022)

2022
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John White, Belfast Archive Project , 2018



41A Housing Study

We conducted a housing study of the area taking into consideration 
housing built in the past and present while also considering the 
impact of future developments planned and approved for the area. 
Themes such as spatial disparities, change of use and occupancy are 
informed through a series of drawings and diagrams.

We have explored housing from Upper Crescent, University Avenue 
and Damascus Street. It is interesting to see the spatial disparity 
when analysing the size and volume of each house which were all 
built around the same time period. While Upper Crescent has been 
almost completely commercialised and retrofitted with offices and 
hospitality premises, the terrace housing in Damascus Street has 
seen a shift in demographics. Many of the families who had once 
occupied the area have left and have been replaced by students and 
migrants living in HMO style housing. 

Future developments that have been approved for construction 
include two new developments on Ormeau Road and the 
construction of detached family dwellings along McClure Street. 
These new developments are compared with existing dwellings 
in the area in terms of spatial arrangement. Questions over the 
appropriateness of these developments have been raised by 
residents over who will occupy these developments due to their 
high prices and lack of suitability for families. 

‘Cities have the capability of providing something for everybody, 
only because, and only when, they are created by everybody’

- Jane Jacobs, 1961
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Exploded Axonometric
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Floor Plan

Elevation

Past Housing Typologies
7 Upper Cresent
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Exploded Axonometric
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Floor Plan

Elevation

Past Housing Typologies
71 University Avenue
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47Past Housing Typologies
25 Rugby Avenue

Floor Plan

Elevation
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Inhabitation Comparison
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51Past Housing Typologies
58 Damascus Street 

Floor Plan

Elevation
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Damascus Street
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Inhabitation Comparison

Upper Crescent
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55Housing Typologies
Vernon Street

Present Housing Typologies
41 Vernon Street

Elevation showing individualised elements of each dwelling

Site Plan

Present Housing Typologies
41 Vernon Street
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Elevation

Housing Typologies
Vernon Street

Present Housing Typologies
41 Vernon Street

Floor Plan

Elevation
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59Present Housing Typologies
Rugby Road
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61Present Housing Typologies
Rugby Road

Floor Plan

Elevation
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Floor Plan

Elevation

Present Housing Typologies
Ormeau Road
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Exploded Axonometric



65Present Housing Typologies
Ormeau Road

Floor Plan

Elevation
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Floor Plan

Elevation

Present Housing Typologies
McClure Street
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Comparison of potential land uses on the McClure Street site
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Occupation of housing within the dwellings adjacent to Rugby Road
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Space Allocation Comparison

Pine Way 1963
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Pine Way 2022
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Space Allocation Comparison
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Comparison of present day public and private space allocation at 25 
Rugby Avenue 
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Rugby Road 
Late 18th Century Mid Terrace
2 Bedroom Dwelling

McClure Street
New Build
3 Bedroom Dwelling

Floor Plans

Floor Plans
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Comparison of floor areas and heights of past and present dwellings

Floor Plans

Living Space

Bedroom

Kitchen

Outdoor Space
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Damascus Street
Late 19th Century Mid Terrace
2 Bedroom Dwelling

Lower Ormeau Road
New Build
2 Bedroom Apartment

Floor Plans

Floor Plans
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Living Space

Bedroom

Kitchen

Outdoor Space

Comparison of floor areas and heights of past and present dwellings
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‘Every life is in many days, day after day. We 
walk through ourselves, meeting robbers, ghosts, 
giants, old men, young men, wives, widows, 
brothers-in-love, but always meeting ourselves.’

James Joyce,  1920 



As a studio we proposed pedestrianising Botanic Avenue. 
Irradicating parked cars on the street and vehicle congestion to 
prioritise the everyday pedestrian. With multistorey car parks 
meticulously placed across varied locations around Botanic, 
Donegall Pass, and the Holylands to maintain an appropriate / 
comfortable distance for the local residents to easily access their 
vehicles. The idea of pedestrianising was supported by the success 
of ‘Open Botanic’, an event that saw the banishment of cars towards 
the street and created a much more positive, diverse, relevant, and 
safe atmosphere; feelings which locals haven’t felt towards the street 
for a long time. The event aimed to symbolise some of the qualities 
that the current street may have forgotten, such as familiarity, 

freedom, and expansiveness.

However, to really understand and propose what could be, it was 
important to review the existing context. Overall we found that the 
area was relentless in it’s continued neglect towards the pedestrian; 
with the car being the existing street’s main protagonist. We found 
that the fundamental freedom to roam around the street was almost 
impossible to identify as markings, pavements, and even the very 
nature of the street were adhering to the vehicle. This in itself not 
only affected the people who might negotiate the street but how 
local people may struggle to gain a sense of belonging – as there is 

no public space to inhabit.

Additionally, existing factors such as poor public transport 
connections have resulted in communities that have felt a level 
of isolation and unwantedness from their adjacent neighbours. 
For example, when interviewing the Donegal Pass Community 
Forum, one of the women who ran the organisation expressed how 
people who were facing mobility issues couldn’t access amenities 
within the immediate streets or in the city centre as bus links down 

Donegall Pass no longer ran through the area. 
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Public Transport Scope
Comparing Weekday and Weekend Transit 
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Modes of Transport
Comparing Hours Travelled and Carbon Emissions 
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County Antrim / Down Garden City Analysis 
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Car Congestion Study  Weekday 9:00AM  
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Posnett Street / Vernon Street Analysis Plan 
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Public Transport Frequency
Comparing Weekday and Weekend Frequency 
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Location Map Junction Analysis 





‘The street is a room of agreement. The street 
is a community room. The meeting house is 
a community room under a roof. It seems as 
though one came naturally out of the other.’

Louis Khan, 1971 
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McClure Street Junction 
Plan, Section, Axonometric
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Posnett Street / Vernon Street Junction 
Plan, Section, Axonometric
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University Street / Botanic Avenue Junction 
Plan, Section, Axonometric
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Shaftesbury Square Junction 
Plan, Section, Axonometric
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International Precedent Analysis of Road Junctions 
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Career Tanger / Career De La Ciutat Granada 
Plan, Section, Axonometric
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Career Tanger / Career De La Ciutat Granada 
Plan, Section, Axonometric
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Palace De Clichy, Paris Street Analysis
Plan, Axonometric

D
ua

n 
M

a



119

Westvest, Delft
Plan, Axonometric
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‘Distinct senses of place do depend on the 
sensory experiencing of built environments. 
The experiencing is significantly mediated in 
two ways: 
It is mediated by bodily mobility: in particular, 
the walking practices specific to a particular 
built environment.

The sensory experiences are intimately 
intertwined with perceptual memories that 
mediate the present moment of experience 
in various ways: by multiplying, judging 
and dulling the sensory encounter. Drawing 
from empirical analysis based on surveys, 
ethnographic ‘walkalongs’
and photo-elicitation interviews carry stories 
from the area.’

Monica Degen, 2012
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‘Through collective everyday practices of 
acquiring familiarity, local social networks and 
local cultural institutions emerge.’

Suzi Hall, 2012 
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‘This is however, neither an ethnography of 
shopping nor of consumerism as apleasurable 
and readily purchasable maode of cultural 
exchange. It is a scrutiny of multilingual forms 
of comunication on a multi-ethnic street, and 
of the modes of expression afforded within local 
spaces of work, convenience and leisure.’

Suzi Hall, 2012
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Interventions to facilitate comfortable mobility 
using a wheelchair in the house



155



PROJECTS 



PROJECTS 





‘The street is space within the urban margin 
shared by newcomers and established residents 
that allows to explore practices of adaption. 
Sociologists would ask the question: Who is it 
that is most able to adapt?’, while a geographer 
or architect might ask, ‘In which spaces is 
adaption most likely to occur?’ These are 
questions that should not be separated.’

Suzi Hall, 2012
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161

This design project aims to explore how ecology can be used to enhance the 
built environment.My project aims to use the forgotten spaces of Belfast 
and regenerate them into more inviting and habitable spaces. I have 
focused my case study on the cul-de-sacs of Donegall Pass, specifically 
Pine Way, which was constructed during the 1960/1970s regeneration of 
the area. This focusses on 3 key spaces, alleyways, gardens, and streets. 
I created my own design guide influenced by the LTNs in London 
and the bicycle culture of the Netherlands. I used elements such as the 
installation of street trees, permeable paving and quality street furniture 
as well as pocket playparks inspired by the works of Aldo Van Eyck in 
Amsterdam. Strategic planting of native flora is incorporated to increase 
biodiversity, reduce the effects of climate change and benefit the mental 
and physical health of residents.

The industrial side of my site incorporates an apple distillery where local 
jobs and revenue can be generating. The tree nursery helps to support 
local tree planting, linking to wider schemes. A local shop can sell excess 
produce as well as locally sourced goods for the community. A café 
acts as a place of congregation and socialisation. The production and 
education of growing processes in the greenhouse and outdoor beds 
combined with the learning kitchen gives the community knowledge of 
practices they can incorporate in their homes, giving food security and 
access to local produce, reducing their carbon footprint.
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A Space For Life

Explore Urban Neighbourhood Space for Ageing in Donegall Pass. The 
scheme explores the potential of social/shared spaces in the Donegall Pass 
neighbourhood designed for all generations but with a focus on the elderly, 
formed from the culmination of ageing theory, ethnographic research and 
precedent studies.
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What is a ‘High Street’; is it a place where people go shopping regularly, 
or is it a space where people meet for a specific occasion? This thesis is 
exploring what the high street once was, what it currently is, and what it 
needs to transform into to ensure its survival. After attaining rich bits of 
information and specific local knowledge around the area, it helped me 
build a line of inquiry, that then directly informed a design proposition. 
The specific high street I am basing the project around is Botanic Avenue.  

The design I have proposed will start to treat and convey the various 
aspects of the high street beyond just retail. Zoning different spaces of the 
new programmatic street to give it a health diverseness that can appeal 
to the current broken community. The project will also analyse the 
current context to explore why the current individuals residing in Mount 
Charles and Botanic Avenue aren’t present or remembered as much as 
the residents that once lived within the terrace housing – proposing a 
new way of ‘loft living’ among a more youthful demographic.   



Fr
an

ki
e 

Lo
ga

n 



Building Workshop and exhibition Space For Women 

What if the work of women in construction was given exposure? What if 
the courses offered in construction at the Belfast Met had another location 
in the Holylands or Donegal Pass, where women could learn a vocation 
together? The Belfast Met has a workshop for bricklaying, plumbing and
construction. The works of students often stays within the walls of the 
workshops. If women could see other women build, this could empower 
more women to learn a vocational skill set and be set free from the mind 
set of low educational attainment.

Lawrences Street Workshop Makers Visibility 

The Lawrence Street workshops is home to a group of artists and 
craft producers, found in an old stable yard, hidden behind terraced 
housing in the Holylands. This workshop does not currently have active 
shopfront exhibition space to expose the work they do. Female artists, 
such as Claire Sampson, a sculptor, currently reside at Lawrence street. 
A shopfront is a simple and important way to expose production process 
and improve brand awareness, strengthen local cultural identities and 
potentially increase customers.
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This project, located on the contentious site of 159-161 Donegall Pass, 
aims to renovate the former Donegall Pass church and build a new 
extension to become the new Textile Education Centre. The purpose of 
the building is to integrate the Donegall Pass community, immigrants 
and outsiders through art education in the form of traditional linen 
making, weaving, sewing and natural fabric dyeing workshops. On site, 
there is a permanent retail space for the sale of bespoke linens and an 
apartment for a resident weaver.
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‘Dignity for the Displaced’

The project is one of urban regeneration, combining sheltered housing 
for the homeless and a community centre which acts as an extension of 
the facilities offered at the existing Donegall Pass Community Forum, 
situated on the corner of the opposite end of Donegall Pass. The project 
stems from research into the inadequate contingency accommodation 
provided for the growing numbers of asylum seekers in Belfast. The 
existing accommodation is in breach of a number of human rights, 
encompassing issues of dignity, autonomy and spatial injustice. Neither 
the sheltered housing nor the community centre will discriminate in who 
it welcomes, so it will act as a soft cushion of acceptance and integration 
most notably for vulnerable, isolated or marginalised members of society 
and those who have had to flee the volatile environments in their home 
countries. Temporary housing is an increasingly in-demand model due 
to the rising numbers of climate refugees across the world. it is predicted 
that there could be 1.2 billion refugees by 2050.
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The thesis aims to look at how ornamentation through forms of 
representation can be used to dissolve the lines of exclusivity. This is 
in line with the teachings of Semper and his notions on the façade and 
its importance as a representational device for people to understand a 
building.
 
In order to make ornamentation that has no associations to certain 
classes the aim is to look at the idea of non-figural forms of representation 
which will allow for a range of different interpretations based on the 
individual.

The project site is on the Ormeau Avenue, in the historical linen quarter 
as through the pre-design process the Donegall Pass housing cul-de-
sacs interested me with their disconnection from the surrounding 
areas and the city centre. The industrial heritage of the Linen quarter 
and Belfast as a whole played an important role in the project as the 
decrease in industry left many working class demographics out of 
work especially the closure of the gasworks on the Ormeau Road. The 
aim of the project was to introduce a series of new workshops which 
included; masonry, carpentry, metalworks, textiles and ceramics with 
retail facilities provided in order to reinforce the creation of a local 
cyclical economy which benefits the community.
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Connecting people in ways which has never before been possible lies 
as an overarching opportunity for the incoming Fourth Industrial 
Revolution. While communities in some areas of certain cities have 
become fragmented within themselves, virtual connections have already 
started to emerge and will of course continue to do so at a rising rate.
 
This project looks at the role architecture has played on past industrial 
revolutions and begins to question the essential functions it can begin 
to hold when facilitating innovation through this period of unknown. 
A potential lies in experimental architecture as it can inspire spaces that 
allow for the equitable distribution of technology and access to virtual 
connections to create a more cohesive community through technology.
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Food is essential for everyone. Every culture have their own 
unqiness in their cuisines. By going through the process of food 
production, a bridge is form that links the group of different 
ethnics together.
 
On the other hand, the intention of this proposed project to 
improve the circular economy and food insecurity in Belfast 
as well as enchancing sense of community by respecting and 
appreciating different  cultures - a place for all ‘home’.
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My proposal for Havelock House is an alternative to a current proposal 
submitted which involves demolition of the entire site, and a modern, 
privately owned, apartment block constructed in its place. I propose to 
retain the historic element of Havelock House, which was constructed 
in the 1860’s, and allocate massing elements on the site in the place of 
the rest of Havelock House, which was a renovation to the existing 
building in the 1980’s. The adaptive reuse of the building will contain 
a large central atrium with gallery and café space, which opens into 
the two wings of the building containing adaptable film studio spaces, 
clay workshop along with other teaching rooms for art classes and artist 
studios along the top floor. This reinstates the uses of Havelock House in 
the past, which was UTV headquarters for 5 decades, then was adapted 
to be a space for artists from 2018. The site will contain public routes 
from the Ormeau Road, through the site and into an existing housing 
development off the Donegal Pass, adding townhouses to be allocated to 
families in need for social housing and public spaces for use by all.
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Comfortable and accessible residential homes are proposed 
on the ground floor for people with mobility disabilities such 
as wheelchair users. A medical centre is proposed to improve 
accessibility to healthcare for people who are vulnerable.

The key strategies are:
      Removing the ‘step’ in ground floor housing.
      Designing spacious rooms for comfortable turning points.
      Removal of doors to create better circulation.
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The proposal is to adapt the derelict Belfast school of Music Building 
and re-establish it as a Music School. The aim is to provide the Donegall 
Pass neighbourhood with a more integrated creative space that 
provides the residents and wider community with opportunity to learn 
and connect through music. This aligns with objectives of the Donegall 
Pass Community Forum.

The approach I took to redesigning this existing building was to retain 
a large proportion of the external building and any alterations are made 
clear by contrasting materials. This is to ensure the existing work of R.S 
Wilshere can still be recognised and celebrated. While the adaptations 
of the building reflect a point of change for the building and community.
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The Proposal was to collaborate with other MArch 1s and choose Posnett 
Street Carpark as our collective site. The aim was to repurpose this site 
since its existing use was primarily a place for people who weren’t from 
the area to park their cars during the day. Based on my anthropological 
focus during the first semester, I chose to focus on young families and 
children. My Brief was to create a new SureStart centre that acts as a 
hub for children and young families to play, be educated and socialise. 
This new learning facility will include support services, playrooms, 
classrooms and multi functional spaces for children. The project will 
also include a small library, a cafe, a community bike store and provide 
three new townhouse units. 
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The architectural project centres around the concept of dance, light, and 
outdoor space, with the aim of creating a vibrant community space that 
fosters creativity, movement, and socialization. The project comprises 
four distinct elements: a dance shop, a dance school, a coffee shop, 
and five duplex dwellings.The outdoor space is an integral part of the 
architectural project, featuring a spacious courtyard that connects all 
the different elements of the project. The courtyard is designed to be 
a vibrant and dynamic space, with an emphasis on natural materials 
and greenery. The space features a variety of seating areas, including 
benches, loungers, and tables, providing an ideal place for visitors to 
relax and enjoy the beautiful surroundings.
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The proposed scheme of residential apartments on the chosen site 
centres on housing needs for wheelchair users and comfortable living. 
The spatial arrangements inside targets mobility issues learnt through 
interviews in first semester. Selection of sustainable materials like 
timber and white brick cladding is also done keeping in view of the 
look of it. The light and natural brick and timber struture, give a essence 
of nature. The large paned tapered doors and windows direct plenty 
of sunlight into the spaces. Inside, each of flat has a tall ceiling of 2.6m 
and heighted glazed balcony doors create bright and spacious homes.
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‘Social activities occur spontaneously, as a 
direct consequence of people moving about and 
being in the same spaces.’ 

Jan Gehl, 1971
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4 ‘Any existing, functioning urban area has 
structure and identity, even if only in weak 
measure... A frequent problem is the sensitive 
reshaping of an already existing environment: 
discovering and preserving its strong images, 
solving its perceptual difficulties, and,
above all, drawing out the structure and 
identity latent in the confusion.’

Kevin Lynch,  1960



5Introduction

StreetSpace studio is now in its fifth year, working as a collaborative 
yearlong live project. MArch students worked on the area of Botanic in 
Belfast focusing on housing and mobility. They investigated its streets and 
people, and dealt with the problems and potentials of vacancy, dereliction 
and density, especially focusing on future housing and mixed-use 
potential of the neighbourhood. 

This year’s chapter builds up on work done since 2020 in the Open 
Botanic and Open Shaftesbury Projects. Open Botanic was focused on 
understanding the complexity of movement on Botanic Avenue and 
perceptions of the public about the street, concluding with a proposal 
to pedestrianise the avenue. Open Shaftesbury built up on this work to 
engage more closely with the communities surrounding the area leading 
to a community festival held on Botanic Avenue on November 20th. The 
data collected in those projects led to engage further with members of 
the community to provide a plan for potential housing and mixed use to 
improve the area. We collaborated with the Department for Communities, 
Belfast City Council and Forward South Partnership in association 
with Donegall Pass and Holylands community groups, to highlight the 
priorities for this area and deal with real possibilities of regeneration and 
transformation while respecting the existing social and physical fabric 
of the streets studied. This studio also builds up on years of StreetSpace 
research projects: Gentle Densities and Build Back Better Mapping 
Exercise. The Gentle Densities Project (for DfC Housing Division) 
investigated medium density, mixed use and public participation as 
vehicles to deliver appropriate housing in Belfast; and the Build Back 
Better Mapping Project (for Participation and the Practice of Rights and 
Oak Foundation) identifies public land for social housing for vulnerable 
communities.

The students in this studio spent a significant amount of time 
investigating Botanic area and the community that lives in it, to be able 
to formulate informed and professional proposals for programs and 
good quality buildings in the area. In this studio, students experienced 
becoming an architect in the complex reality of everyday life and the 
role they can have as designers in driving and delivering good quality, 
inclusive, mixed use housing and adequate mobility to communities that 
sorely need it.

Agustina Martire
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13Botanic, Holyland and Donegall Pass Area 

The site in question located in south Belfast can be divided into 
the Botanic / Holyland area and Donegall Pass separated by the 
trainline which cuts through the area. 

Botanic is a predominantly student focused area with over 50% 
of the housing within the area being HMO accommodation 
which has caused issues with the local permanent residents. 

The Donegall Pass area is contentious due to high levels 
of deprivation reflected in health, mental and educational 
attainment. Due to redevelopments within the area in the 
late 70’s which resulted in a Cul-de-Sac formation of housing 
fractured the fabric of the area and disconnected Donegall Pass 
significantly. This was in large part a result of the Troubles as 
local decision making was removed from council. 

The aim was to demagnetise the city and the redevelopment of 
the housing which resulted in a decrease from 1500 to 600 houses 
with most of the people in the area being moved to nearby 
satellite towns. A problem which has been highlighted is how 
car dominated Botanic and Donegall Pass have become with 
Shaftsbury Square and Botanic Avenue being the key concerns.

‘The facade separates two conditions: the outside and the inside, 
the public and the private. It is a very sensitive element: a 
functional skin, the representational element, and a boundary, 
protecting the inner and negotiating with the outer world.’

Birgit Jürgenhake
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Demographics of the Area
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Present Ground Floor Use Map

Hospitality

Carparks

Offices

Vacant Buildings

Brownfield 

Retail

Green Space Community

Infrastructure

Religion QUB Property

Housing



20
Lo

ui
sa

 E
va

ns



21

Past Ground Floor Use Map (1963)
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22 ‘The more successfully a city mingles everyday 
diversity of uses and users in its everyday 
streets, the more successfully, casually (and 
economically) its people thereby enliven and 
support well-located parks that can thus give 
back grace and delight to their neighbourhoods 
instead of vacuity.’

Jane Jacobs, 1961



23The Evolution of the Area over time

The Botanic and Donegall Pass area have experienced a lot of 
change over the past 60 years. There has been a significant decrease 
in housing levels following the demolition and redevelopment of 
Donegall Pass. The rearrangement of terrace housing to a cul-de-
sac layout create a defensive style of architecture commonly found 
in areas also redesigned during this time such as the Markets 
community, located nearby. A major issue present in the area is 
a lack of housing, this is in part due to land banking and a poor 
allocation of land zoning. To the north of Donegall Pass are a high 
volume of brownfield sites, ground surface car parks and several 
vacant buildings. 

There has been an expansion of Queen’s University Belfast in the 
Botanic and Holylands area as they continue to accumulate more 
properties. As the University has grown, the surrounding area has 
evolved over time to facilitate more hospitality and retail units seen 
in previous years. 
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Past Ground Floor Use Map (1963)



26 ‘The High Street is about more than merely 
shopping: it is a community space where we 
routinely go to meet friends, have a drink, post 
our letters, have our haircut, visit a library, 
collect our prescriptions, perhaps take in a 
movie or some theatre; space in which to stroll, 
saunter or just hang out.’

Phil Hubbard, 2017



27The Evolution the High Street

The impact of the change in the Donegall Pass and Botanic area 
has resulted in a significant shift in the urban fabric from a much 
larger amount of housing in both cases to a shift towards hospitality 
and industry. This has a had a significant impact on the feeling of 
community within the area especially as the shift in industry is not 
indicative of the needs of people in the area with several participants 
in our ethnography studies noting the loss of the post office and 
local butcher as major losses. 

Along Botanic Avenue there has been a significant reduction of 
housing along the high street. There is also a reduction of office 
space as working patterns have changed. These spaces have been 
demolished or redeveloped into car parks, retail units or hospitality 
premises as the population has shifted from permanent residents to 
a more transient student population.

Along Donegall Pass similar themes are present. Housing and 
services have been reduced in favour of more hospitality and office 
spaces. A large car park occupies a portion of the street and there is 
also an increase in vacant buildings along Donegall Pass. 
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Number of HMO’s in the Areas Surrounding Queen’s 
University Belfast

Sandy Row and the Village . . 26 HMOs

Donegall Pass . . .  1 HMO

Botanic and the Holyland  . . 1053 HMOs

Malone Road . . . 338 HMOs

Lisburn Road . . . 544 HMOs

Stranmillis . . . 448 HMOs

C
ai

tli
n 

M
cC

or
m

ic
k



29HMOs in Belfast 

Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMOs) can be defined as a building 
or part of a building that is ‘occupied by three or more persons as 
their only or main residence from more than 2 households’ (BCC). 

Prior to 2019 there was little regulation within the system until the 
Houses in Multiple Occupation Act (Northern Ireland) 2016 came 
into effect, which makes it a statutory requirement for all HMOs in 
Northern Ireland to be licensed. 

This is one of the provisions implemented by council to control the 
level of HMOs in residential areas of Belfast. According to legislation 
only 30% of the total housing in a policy area can be licensed as a 
HMO. In areas such as the Holylands that number is closer to 45% 
of the total housing with some streets being 86% HMOs. 

While conducting research in the Holyland area, one of the main 
complaints from residents was the general lack of maintenance of 
HMOs negatively impacting the area’s aesthetic as well as a distrust 
of landlords following years of poor relations; the majority of HMOs 
in the Holylands are held by a few individuals. 

Factors such as the lack of private/public student housing are party 
responsible for the rise of HMOs in the areas around QUB and 
hopefully the development of new student accommodation in the 
city centre and northern Belfast will help to ease this problem in the 
future. 
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Housing HMOs
(House in Multiple Occupation)

(PBSA) Purpose Built Student 
Accomodation

Botanic Studios (Private - 156 rooms)

Asher House (Private - 253 rooms)

Mount Charles (QUB - 157 rooms)

% of HMOs in the Holyland Area

Agincourt Avenue   58%
Agincourt Street  61%
Botanic Court   20%
Cadogan Street  69%
Cairo Street   54%
Carmel Street   73%
College Green  33%
College Park Avenue  45%
Collingwood Avenue  85%
Curzon Street   59%
Damascus Street  65%
Dudley Street   86%
Fitzroy Avenue  34%
Fitzwillian Square  24%
Harrow Street  67%
Jerusalem Street  63%
Magdala Street  39%
Palestine Street  73%
Penrose Street   59%
Rugby Avenue  60%
Rugby Court   5%
Rugby Parade  14%
Rugby Road   16%
Sandhurst Road  50%
Southview Street  22%
The Cloisters   3%
University Avenue   43%
University Street  18%
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The Historic Change of the Area (1963 - 2022)
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The Historic Change of  Housing and Green Space the Area (1800 - 2022)

2022 Housing 1800 Housing

2022 Green Space 1800 Green Space



36 ‘Healthy urban planning involves planning 
practices that promote health and wellbeing 
and has much in common with the principles of 
sustainable development. It means focusing on 
humans and how they use their environments 
in planning rather than simply concentrating 
on buildings and economics.’

Barton, H. & Tsourou, C, 2000
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The River Lagan at Stranmillis : 1834

Prospect of Belfast from Old Park Hill : 1855

Paintings by Hugh Fraser
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The Historic Change of Housing in the Area (1963 - 2022)

2022
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John White, Belfast Archive Project , 2018



41A Housing Study

We conducted a housing study of the area taking into consideration 
housing built in the past and present while also considering the 
impact of future developments planned and approved for the area. 
Themes such as spatial disparities, change of use and occupancy are 
informed through a series of drawings and diagrams.

We have explored housing from Upper Crescent, University Avenue 
and Damascus Street. It is interesting to see the spatial disparity 
when analysing the size and volume of each house which were all 
built around the same time period. While Upper Crescent has been 
almost completely commercialised and retrofitted with offices and 
hospitality premises, the terrace housing in Damascus Street has 
seen a shift in demographics. Many of the families who had once 
occupied the area have left and have been replaced by students and 
migrants living in HMO style housing. 

Future developments that have been approved for construction 
include two new developments on Ormeau Road and the 
construction of detached family dwellings along McClure Street. 
These new developments are compared with existing dwellings 
in the area in terms of spatial arrangement. Questions over the 
appropriateness of these developments have been raised by 
residents over who will occupy these developments due to their 
high prices and lack of suitability for families. 

‘Cities have the capability of providing something for everybody, 
only because, and only when, they are created by everybody’

- Jane Jacobs, 1961
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Floor Plan

Elevation

Past Housing Typologies
7 Upper Cresent



44
A

m
el

ia
 L

ow

Exploded Axonometric
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Floor Plan

Elevation

Past Housing Typologies
71 University Avenue
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47Past Housing Typologies
25 Rugby Avenue

Floor Plan

Elevation
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Inhabitation Comparison



50
Em

ily
 Ir

el
an

d

Exploded Axonometric



51Past Housing Typologies
58 Damascus Street 

Floor Plan

Elevation
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Damascus Street
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Inhabitation Comparison

Upper Crescent
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55Housing Typologies
Vernon Street

Present Housing Typologies
41 Vernon Street

Elevation showing individualised elements of each dwelling

Site Plan

Present Housing Typologies
41 Vernon Street
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Exploded Axonometric
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Elevation

Housing Typologies
Vernon Street

Present Housing Typologies
41 Vernon Street

Floor Plan

Elevation
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59Present Housing Typologies
Rugby Road
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Exploded Axonometric



61Present Housing Typologies
Rugby Road

Floor Plan

Elevation
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Exploded Axonometric
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Floor Plan

Elevation

Present Housing Typologies
Ormeau Road
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Exploded Axonometric



65Present Housing Typologies
Ormeau Road

Floor Plan

Elevation
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Exploded Axonometric
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Floor Plan

Elevation

Present Housing Typologies
McClure Street
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Comparison of potential land uses on the McClure Street site
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Occupation of housing within the dwellings adjacent to Rugby Road
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Space Allocation Comparison

Pine Way 1963
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Pine Way 2022
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Space Allocation Comparison



75

Comparison of present day public and private space allocation at 25 
Rugby Avenue 
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Rugby Road 
Late 18th Century Mid Terrace
2 Bedroom Dwelling

McClure Street
New Build
3 Bedroom Dwelling

Floor Plans

Floor Plans
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Comparison of floor areas and heights of past and present dwellings

Floor Plans

Living Space

Bedroom

Kitchen

Outdoor Space
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Damascus Street
Late 19th Century Mid Terrace
2 Bedroom Dwelling

Lower Ormeau Road
New Build
2 Bedroom Apartment

Floor Plans

Floor Plans
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Living Space

Bedroom

Kitchen

Outdoor Space

Comparison of floor areas and heights of past and present dwellings





MOBILITY 







‘Every life is in many days, day after day. We 
walk through ourselves, meeting robbers, ghosts, 
giants, old men, young men, wives, widows, 
brothers-in-love, but always meeting ourselves.’

James Joyce,  1920 



As a studio we proposed pedestrianising Botanic Avenue. 
Irradicating parked cars on the street and vehicle congestion to 
prioritise the everyday pedestrian. With multistorey car parks 
meticulously placed across varied locations around Botanic, 
Donegall Pass, and the Holylands to maintain an appropriate / 
comfortable distance for the local residents to easily access their 
vehicles. The idea of pedestrianising was supported by the success 
of ‘Open Botanic’, an event that saw the banishment of cars towards 
the street and created a much more positive, diverse, relevant, and 
safe atmosphere; feelings which locals haven’t felt towards the street 
for a long time. The event aimed to symbolise some of the qualities 
that the current street may have forgotten, such as familiarity, 

freedom, and expansiveness.

However, to really understand and propose what could be, it was 
important to review the existing context. Overall we found that the 
area was relentless in it’s continued neglect towards the pedestrian; 
with the car being the existing street’s main protagonist. We found 
that the fundamental freedom to roam around the street was almost 
impossible to identify as markings, pavements, and even the very 
nature of the street were adhering to the vehicle. This in itself not 
only affected the people who might negotiate the street but how 
local people may struggle to gain a sense of belonging – as there is 

no public space to inhabit.

Additionally, existing factors such as poor public transport 
connections have resulted in communities that have felt a level 
of isolation and unwantedness from their adjacent neighbours. 
For example, when interviewing the Donegal Pass Community 
Forum, one of the women who ran the organisation expressed how 
people who were facing mobility issues couldn’t access amenities 
within the immediate streets or in the city centre as bus links down 

Donegall Pass no longer ran through the area. 
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Public Transport Scope
Comparing Weekday and Weekend Transit 
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Modes of Transport
Comparing Hours Travelled and Carbon Emissions 
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County Antrim / Down Garden City Analysis 
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Car Congestion Study  Weekday 9:00AM  
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Posnett Street / Vernon Street Analysis Plan 
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Public Transport Frequency
Comparing Weekday and Weekend Frequency 
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Location Map Junction Analysis 





‘The street is a room of agreement. The street 
is a community room. The meeting house is 
a community room under a roof. It seems as 
though one came naturally out of the other.’

Louis Khan, 1971 
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McClure Street Junction 
Plan, Section, Axonometric
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Posnett Street / Vernon Street Junction 
Plan, Section, Axonometric
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University Street / Botanic Avenue Junction 
Plan, Section, Axonometric
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Shaftesbury Square Junction 
Plan, Section, Axonometric
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International Precedent Analysis of Road Junctions 
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Career Tanger / Career De La Ciutat Granada 
Plan, Section, Axonometric
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Career Tanger / Career De La Ciutat Granada 
Plan, Section, Axonometric
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Palace De Clichy, Paris Street Analysis
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Westvest, Delft
Plan, Axonometric
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‘Distinct senses of place do depend on the 
sensory experiencing of built environments. 
The experiencing is significantly mediated in 
two ways: 
It is mediated by bodily mobility: in particular, 
the walking practices specific to a particular 
built environment.

The sensory experiences are intimately 
intertwined with perceptual memories that 
mediate the present moment of experience 
in various ways: by multiplying, judging 
and dulling the sensory encounter. Drawing 
from empirical analysis based on surveys, 
ethnographic ‘walkalongs’
and photo-elicitation interviews carry stories 
from the area.’

Monica Degen, 2012
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‘Through collective everyday practices of 
acquiring familiarity, local social networks and 
local cultural institutions emerge.’

Suzi Hall, 2012 
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‘This is however, neither an ethnography of 
shopping nor of consumerism as apleasurable 
and readily purchasable maode of cultural 
exchange. It is a scrutiny of multilingual forms 
of comunication on a multi-ethnic street, and 
of the modes of expression afforded within local 
spaces of work, convenience and leisure.’

Suzi Hall, 2012
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Interventions to facilitate comfortable mobility 
using a wheelchair in the house
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PROJECTS 



PROJECTS 





‘The street is space within the urban margin 
shared by newcomers and established residents 
that allows to explore practices of adaption. 
Sociologists would ask the question: Who is it 
that is most able to adapt?’, while a geographer 
or architect might ask, ‘In which spaces is 
adaption most likely to occur?’ These are 
questions that should not be separated.’

Suzi Hall, 2012
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This design project aims to explore how ecology can be used to enhance the 
built environment.My project aims to use the forgotten spaces of Belfast 
and regenerate them into more inviting and habitable spaces. I have 
focused my case study on the cul-de-sacs of Donegall Pass, specifically 
Pine Way, which was constructed during the 1960/1970s regeneration of 
the area. This focusses on 3 key spaces, alleyways, gardens, and streets. 
I created my own design guide influenced by the LTNs in London 
and the bicycle culture of the Netherlands. I used elements such as the 
installation of street trees, permeable paving and quality street furniture 
as well as pocket playparks inspired by the works of Aldo Van Eyck in 
Amsterdam. Strategic planting of native flora is incorporated to increase 
biodiversity, reduce the effects of climate change and benefit the mental 
and physical health of residents.

The industrial side of my site incorporates an apple distillery where local 
jobs and revenue can be generating. The tree nursery helps to support 
local tree planting, linking to wider schemes. A local shop can sell excess 
produce as well as locally sourced goods for the community. A café 
acts as a place of congregation and socialisation. The production and 
education of growing processes in the greenhouse and outdoor beds 
combined with the learning kitchen gives the community knowledge of 
practices they can incorporate in their homes, giving food security and 
access to local produce, reducing their carbon footprint.
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A Space For Life

Explore Urban Neighbourhood Space for Ageing in Donegall Pass. The 
scheme explores the potential of social/shared spaces in the Donegall Pass 
neighbourhood designed for all generations but with a focus on the elderly, 
formed from the culmination of ageing theory, ethnographic research and 
precedent studies.
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What is a ‘High Street’; is it a place where people go shopping regularly, 
or is it a space where people meet for a specific occasion? This thesis is 
exploring what the high street once was, what it currently is, and what it 
needs to transform into to ensure its survival. After attaining rich bits of 
information and specific local knowledge around the area, it helped me 
build a line of inquiry, that then directly informed a design proposition. 
The specific high street I am basing the project around is Botanic Avenue.  

The design I have proposed will start to treat and convey the various 
aspects of the high street beyond just retail. Zoning different spaces of the 
new programmatic street to give it a health diverseness that can appeal 
to the current broken community. The project will also analyse the 
current context to explore why the current individuals residing in Mount 
Charles and Botanic Avenue aren’t present or remembered as much as 
the residents that once lived within the terrace housing – proposing a 
new way of ‘loft living’ among a more youthful demographic.   
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Building Workshop and exhibition Space For Women 

What if the work of women in construction was given exposure? What if 
the courses offered in construction at the Belfast Met had another location 
in the Holylands or Donegal Pass, where women could learn a vocation 
together? The Belfast Met has a workshop for bricklaying, plumbing and
construction. The works of students often stays within the walls of the 
workshops. If women could see other women build, this could empower 
more women to learn a vocational skill set and be set free from the mind 
set of low educational attainment.

Lawrences Street Workshop Makers Visibility 

The Lawrence Street workshops is home to a group of artists and 
craft producers, found in an old stable yard, hidden behind terraced 
housing in the Holylands. This workshop does not currently have active 
shopfront exhibition space to expose the work they do. Female artists, 
such as Claire Sampson, a sculptor, currently reside at Lawrence street. 
A shopfront is a simple and important way to expose production process 
and improve brand awareness, strengthen local cultural identities and 
potentially increase customers.
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This project, located on the contentious site of 159-161 Donegall Pass, 
aims to renovate the former Donegall Pass church and build a new 
extension to become the new Textile Education Centre. The purpose of 
the building is to integrate the Donegall Pass community, immigrants 
and outsiders through art education in the form of traditional linen 
making, weaving, sewing and natural fabric dyeing workshops. On site, 
there is a permanent retail space for the sale of bespoke linens and an 
apartment for a resident weaver.
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‘Dignity for the Displaced’

The project is one of urban regeneration, combining sheltered housing 
for the homeless and a community centre which acts as an extension of 
the facilities offered at the existing Donegall Pass Community Forum, 
situated on the corner of the opposite end of Donegall Pass. The project 
stems from research into the inadequate contingency accommodation 
provided for the growing numbers of asylum seekers in Belfast. The 
existing accommodation is in breach of a number of human rights, 
encompassing issues of dignity, autonomy and spatial injustice. Neither 
the sheltered housing nor the community centre will discriminate in who 
it welcomes, so it will act as a soft cushion of acceptance and integration 
most notably for vulnerable, isolated or marginalised members of society 
and those who have had to flee the volatile environments in their home 
countries. Temporary housing is an increasingly in-demand model due 
to the rising numbers of climate refugees across the world. it is predicted 
that there could be 1.2 billion refugees by 2050.
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The thesis aims to look at how ornamentation through forms of 
representation can be used to dissolve the lines of exclusivity. This is 
in line with the teachings of Semper and his notions on the façade and 
its importance as a representational device for people to understand a 
building.
 
In order to make ornamentation that has no associations to certain 
classes the aim is to look at the idea of non-figural forms of representation 
which will allow for a range of different interpretations based on the 
individual.

The project site is on the Ormeau Avenue, in the historical linen quarter 
as through the pre-design process the Donegall Pass housing cul-de-
sacs interested me with their disconnection from the surrounding 
areas and the city centre. The industrial heritage of the Linen quarter 
and Belfast as a whole played an important role in the project as the 
decrease in industry left many working class demographics out of 
work especially the closure of the gasworks on the Ormeau Road. The 
aim of the project was to introduce a series of new workshops which 
included; masonry, carpentry, metalworks, textiles and ceramics with 
retail facilities provided in order to reinforce the creation of a local 
cyclical economy which benefits the community.
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Connecting people in ways which has never before been possible lies 
as an overarching opportunity for the incoming Fourth Industrial 
Revolution. While communities in some areas of certain cities have 
become fragmented within themselves, virtual connections have already 
started to emerge and will of course continue to do so at a rising rate.
 
This project looks at the role architecture has played on past industrial 
revolutions and begins to question the essential functions it can begin 
to hold when facilitating innovation through this period of unknown. 
A potential lies in experimental architecture as it can inspire spaces that 
allow for the equitable distribution of technology and access to virtual 
connections to create a more cohesive community through technology.
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Food is essential for everyone. Every culture have their own 
unqiness in their cuisines. By going through the process of food 
production, a bridge is form that links the group of different 
ethnics together.
 
On the other hand, the intention of this proposed project to 
improve the circular economy and food insecurity in Belfast 
as well as enchancing sense of community by respecting and 
appreciating different  cultures - a place for all ‘home’.
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My proposal for Havelock House is an alternative to a current proposal 
submitted which involves demolition of the entire site, and a modern, 
privately owned, apartment block constructed in its place. I propose to 
retain the historic element of Havelock House, which was constructed 
in the 1860’s, and allocate massing elements on the site in the place of 
the rest of Havelock House, which was a renovation to the existing 
building in the 1980’s. The adaptive reuse of the building will contain 
a large central atrium with gallery and café space, which opens into 
the two wings of the building containing adaptable film studio spaces, 
clay workshop along with other teaching rooms for art classes and artist 
studios along the top floor. This reinstates the uses of Havelock House in 
the past, which was UTV headquarters for 5 decades, then was adapted 
to be a space for artists from 2018. The site will contain public routes 
from the Ormeau Road, through the site and into an existing housing 
development off the Donegal Pass, adding townhouses to be allocated to 
families in need for social housing and public spaces for use by all.
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Comfortable and accessible residential homes are proposed 
on the ground floor for people with mobility disabilities such 
as wheelchair users. A medical centre is proposed to improve 
accessibility to healthcare for people who are vulnerable.

The key strategies are:
      Removing the ‘step’ in ground floor housing.
      Designing spacious rooms for comfortable turning points.
      Removal of doors to create better circulation.
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The proposal is to adapt the derelict Belfast school of Music Building 
and re-establish it as a Music School. The aim is to provide the Donegall 
Pass neighbourhood with a more integrated creative space that 
provides the residents and wider community with opportunity to learn 
and connect through music. This aligns with objectives of the Donegall 
Pass Community Forum.

The approach I took to redesigning this existing building was to retain 
a large proportion of the external building and any alterations are made 
clear by contrasting materials. This is to ensure the existing work of R.S 
Wilshere can still be recognised and celebrated. While the adaptations 
of the building reflect a point of change for the building and community.
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The Proposal was to collaborate with other MArch 1s and choose Posnett 
Street Carpark as our collective site. The aim was to repurpose this site 
since its existing use was primarily a place for people who weren’t from 
the area to park their cars during the day. Based on my anthropological 
focus during the first semester, I chose to focus on young families and 
children. My Brief was to create a new SureStart centre that acts as a 
hub for children and young families to play, be educated and socialise. 
This new learning facility will include support services, playrooms, 
classrooms and multi functional spaces for children. The project will 
also include a small library, a cafe, a community bike store and provide 
three new townhouse units. 
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The architectural project centres around the concept of dance, light, and 
outdoor space, with the aim of creating a vibrant community space that 
fosters creativity, movement, and socialization. The project comprises 
four distinct elements: a dance shop, a dance school, a coffee shop, 
and five duplex dwellings.The outdoor space is an integral part of the 
architectural project, featuring a spacious courtyard that connects all 
the different elements of the project. The courtyard is designed to be 
a vibrant and dynamic space, with an emphasis on natural materials 
and greenery. The space features a variety of seating areas, including 
benches, loungers, and tables, providing an ideal place for visitors to 
relax and enjoy the beautiful surroundings.
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The proposed scheme of residential apartments on the chosen site 
centres on housing needs for wheelchair users and comfortable living. 
The spatial arrangements inside targets mobility issues learnt through 
interviews in first semester. Selection of sustainable materials like 
timber and white brick cladding is also done keeping in view of the 
look of it. The light and natural brick and timber struture, give a essence 
of nature. The large paned tapered doors and windows direct plenty 
of sunlight into the spaces. Inside, each of flat has a tall ceiling of 2.6m 
and heighted glazed balcony doors create bright and spacious homes.
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‘Social activities occur spontaneously, as a 
direct consequence of people moving about and 
being in the same spaces.’ 

Jan Gehl, 1971
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